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Viriato Luis Soares Cassama
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Web pageWeb page
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This is a secretariat version translation of the submitted 
report by the Party. The text has not been officially 
translated and edited, and is provided for information 
purposes. In case of any error or omission in the 
translation, the original submission prevails.

* Question 4.2 amended by Guinea-Bissau on 02 November 2022
* Part E of Article 11 amended by Guinea-Bissau on 17 December 2022



33. Innffoorrmmaattiioonn aabboouutt tthhee ccoonnttaacctt ooffffiicceerr ssuubbmmiittttiinngg tthhee rreeppoorrttiinngg ffoorrmmaatt iiff
ddiiffffeerreenntt ffrroomm tthhee aabboovvee

Focal Point is submitting the national reportFocal Point is submitting the national report

Information is submitted by the national focal point

Information is submitted through the national focal point by the contact officer

ART. 3: MERCURY SUPPLY SOURCES AND TRADEART. 3: MERCURY SUPPLY SOURCES AND TRADE

33.11. DDooeess tthhee ppaarrttyy hhaavvee aannyy pprriimmaarryy mmeerrccuurryy mmiinneess tthhaatt wweerree ooppeerraattiinngg
wiwitthhiinn iittss tteerrrriittoorryy aatt tthhee ddaattee ooff eennttrryy iinnttoo ffoorrccee ooff tthhee CCoonnvveennttiioonn ffoorr tthh

gg
hee

ppaarrttyy??

Yes

No

Additional information on this question if neededAdditional information on this question if needed
In Guinea-Bissau up to the present date, there are no primary mercury mining activities. 
Although according to the studies carried out, there are mining resources such as bauxite, phosphate
and others but their extraction has not yet begun.

33.22. DDooeess tthhee ppaarrttyy hhaavvee aannyy pprriimmaarryy mmeerrccuurryy mmiinneess tthhaatt aarree nnooww iinn
ooppeerraattiioonn tthhaatt wewerree nnoott iinn ooppeerraattiioonn aatt tthhee ttiimmee ooff eennttrryy iinnttoo ffoorrccee ooff tthhee
CCoonnvveennttiioonn ffoorr tthhee ppaarrttyy??

Yes

No

33.33. HHaass tthhee ppaarrttyy eennddeeaavvoouurreedd ttoo iiddeennttiiffyyfff iinnddiivviidduuaal ssttoocckkss ooff mmeerrccuurryy oorr
mmeerrccuurryy ccoommppoouunnddss eexxcceeeeddiinngg 5500 mmeettrriicc ttoonnss aanndd ssoouurrcceess ooff mmeerrccuurryy
ssuupppplyy ggeenneerraattiinngg ssttoocckkss eexxcceeeeddiinngg 1100 mmeettrriicc ttoonnss ppeerr yyeeaarr tthhaatt aarree
looccaatteed

y
d wiwitthhiinn iittss tteerrrriittoorryy??

Yes

No

If the party answered No above, please explain.If the party answered No above, please explain.
The country does not produce mercury but it imports mercury equipment or compounds, there are also
no mercury stocks.

33.44. DDooeess tthhee ppaarrttyy hhaavvee eexxcceessss mmeerrccuurryy aavvaaiilaabblee ffrroomm tthhee
ddeeccoommmmiissssiioonniinngg ooff cchhloorr-aalkkaalii ffaacciiliittiieess??

Yes

No
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33.55. **HHaass tthhee ppaarrttyy rreecceeiivveedd ccoonnsseenntt,, oorr rreeliieedd oonn aa ggeenneerraal nnoottiiffiiccaattiioonn ooff
ccoonnsseenntt,, iinn aaccccoorrd

y
daannccee wiwitthh aarrttiicclee 33,, iinnccluuddiinngg aannyy rreeqquuiirreedd cceerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn

ffrroomm iimmppoorrttiinngg nnoonn-ppaarrttiieess,, ffoorr aall eexxppoorrttss ooff mmeerrccuurryy ffrroomm tthhee ppaarrttyy’’ss
tteerrrriittoorryy iinn tthhee rreeppoorrttiinngg ppeerriioodd??

Yes, exports to parties

Yes, exports to non-parties

No

Additional information if neededAdditional information if needed
Guinea-Bissau has never carried out any mercury export because no mercury production activity takes
place in its national territory.

33.66. HHaass tthhee ppaarrttyy aalloowewedd tthhee iimmppoorrtt ooff mmeerrccuurryy ffrroomm aa nnoonn-ppaarrttyy??

No

Yes

The importing party has relied on paragraph 7 of article 3

PPaarrtt EE - AAddddiittiioonnaal ccoommmmeennttss oonn tthhee aarrttiicclee iinn ffrreeee tteexxtt iiff tthhee ppaarrttyy cchhoooosseess
ttoo ddoo ssoo

Guinea-Bissau does not allow mercury to be imported independently whether from the Party or not on
its national territory, because the country does not have the necessary conditions to make a good
management of mercury. 

As there is no mercury mining and none currently planned, Guinea Bissau may need to do much more
work in legislation, developing laws and regulations on mercury and ensuring that it has that the import
and export comply with the consent modalities of the Convention.

ART. 4: MERCURY-ADDED PRODUCTSART. 4: MERCURY-ADDED PRODUCTS

44.11. HHaass tthhee ppaarrttyy ttaakkeenn aannyy aapppprroopprriiaattee mmeeaassuurreess ttoo nnoott aallooww tthhee
mmaannuuffaaccttuurree,, iimmppoorrtt oorr eexxppoorrtt ooff mmeerrccuurryy-aaddddeedd pprroodduuccttss liisstteedd iinn PPaarrtt I
ooff AAnnnneexx AA ooff tthhee CCoonnvveennttiioonn aafftteerr tthhee pphh

yy
haassee-oouutt d

p
daattee ssppeecciiffiieedd ffoorr tthhoossee

pprroodduuccttss??

Yes

No

Yes (implementing paragraph 2 of article 4)

44.22. Iff yyeess ((iimmppleemmeennttiinngg ppaarraaggrraapphh 22 ooff aarrttiicclee 44))::

Has the party reported to the Conference of the Parties at the first opportunity a description of theHas the party reported to the Conference of the Parties at the first opportunity a description of the
measures or strategies implemented, including a quantification of the reductions achieved?measures or strategies implemented, including a quantification of the reductions achieved?

Yes



No

Has the party implemented measures or strategies to reduce the use of mercury in any products listedHas the party implemented measures or strategies to reduce the use of mercury in any products listed
in Part I of Annex A for which a de minimis value has not yet been obtained?in Part I of Annex A for which a de minimis value has not yet been obtained?

Yes

No

Has the party considered additional measures to achieve further reductions?Has the party considered additional measures to achieve further reductions?

Yes

No

Guinea-Bissau has not yet implemented paragraph 2 of article 4, relating to the decision concerning the specific 
measure or strategy to reduce the use of mercury in the products listed in the first part of the Annex A. However, 
two bills are in progress:
- The Legal Regime for the Management of Chemicals and Hazardous Wastes; and
- Hospital Waste Management.
These bills regulate aspects related to chemicals, including mercury.

44.33. HHaass tthhee ppaarrttyy ttaakkeenn ttwowo oorr mmoorree mmeeaassuurreess ffoorr tthhee mmeerrccuurryy-aaddddeedd
pprroodduuccttss liisstteed

p
d iinn PPaarrtt II ooff AAnnnneexx AA iinn aaccccoorrddaannccee wwiitthh tthhee pprroovviissiioonnss sseett

oouutt tthheerreeiinn??

Yes

No

If yes, please provide information on the measures.If yes, please provide information on the measures.
The country carried out the Sensitization campaign at the Simão Mendes National Hospital on the
impacts of mercury; 
Carrying out information and awareness campaigns for the population and displaying images in public
places on the impacts of mercury on the environment and human health.

44.44. HHaass tthhee ppaarrttyy ttaakkeenn mmeeaassuurreess ttoo pprreevveenntt tthhee iinnccoorrppoorraattiioonn iinnttoo
aasssseemmbbleedd pprroodduuccttss ooff mmeerrccuurryy-aaddddeedd

pp
d pprroodduuccttss wwhhoossee mmaannuuffaaccttuurree,,

iimmppoorrtt aanndd eexxppoorrtt aarree nnoott aalloowweedd uunnddeerr aarrttiicclee 44??

Yes

No

44.55. HHaass tthhee ppaarrttyy ddiissccoouurraaggeedd tthhee mmaannuuffaaccttuurree aanndd tthhee ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn iinn
ccoommmmeerrccee oofff mmeerrccuurryy-aaddddeed

gg
d pprroodduuccttss nnoott ccoovveerreedd bbyy aannyy kknnoowwnn uussee iinn

aaccccoorrddaannccee wiwitthh aarrttiicclee 44,, ppaarraaggrraapphh 66??

Yes

No

If yes, please provide information on the measures.If yes, please provide information on the measures.
Through the realization of the Awareness campaign at the Simão Mendes National Hospital on the 
impacts of mercury; 
Training for agents of the General Inspectorate of the Environment on chemicals including mercury; 
Carrying out information and public awareness campaigns; 
The production of radio debates on mercury and its impacts; 



Displays images on the risks associated with the poor management of mercury and its impacts on
health and the environment.

PPaarrtt EE - AAddddiittiioonnaal ccoommmmeennttss oonn tthhee aarrttiicclee iinn ffrreeee tteexxtt iiff tthhee ppaarrttyy cchhoooosseess
ttoo ddoo ssoo

There is a need for a thorough examination of the measures to be taken to comply with the obligation
in paragraph 1 of this article 4 with regard to the prohibition of the manufacture, import and export of
products containing mercury added. listed in Annex A Part I. All of this will need to be accompanied by
clear national policies.

ART. 5: MANUFACTURING PROCESSES IN WHICH MERCURY OR MERCURY COMPOUNDS ARE USEDART. 5: MANUFACTURING PROCESSES IN WHICH MERCURY OR MERCURY COMPOUNDS ARE USED

55.11. AArree tthheerree ffaacciiliittiieess wiwitthhiinn tthhee tteerrrriittoorryy ooff tthhee ppaarrttyy tthhaatt uussee mmeerrccuurryy oorr
mmeerrccuurryy ccoommppoouunnddss ffoorr tthhee pprroocceesssseess liisstteedd iinn AAnnnneexx BB ooff tthhee MMiinnaammaattaa
CCoonnvveennttiioonn iinn aaccccoorrddaannccee wiwitthh ppaarraaggrraapphh 55 ooff aarrttiicclee 55 ooff tthhee CCoonnvveennttiioonn??

Yes

No

I do not know

Please explainPlease explain
There is a new cement production facility, identified as an infrastructure with potential emissions to the
atmosphere. 
No work is done to know the use of mercury or mercury compounds in their manufacturing processes. 
The country plans to develop regulations on this sector and to take urgent measures to comply with the
obligations of the Convention.

55.22. AArree mmeeaassuurreess iinn pplaaccee ttoo nnoott aallooww tthhee uussee ooff mmeerrccuurryy oorr mmeerrccuurryy
ccoommppoouunnddss iinn mmaannuuffaaccttuurriinngg pprroocceesssseess liisstteedd iinn PPaarrtt I ooff AAnnnneexx BB aafftteerr tthhee
pphhaassee-oouutt ddaattee ssppeecciiffiieedd iinn tthhaatt AAnnnneexx ffoorr tthhee iinnddiivviidduuaal pprroocceessss??

Yes

No

Not applicable (do not have these facilities)

CCHHLLOORR-AALLKKAALLI PPRROODDUUCCTTIOONN

Yes

No

Not applicable (do not have these facilities)

AACCEETTAALLDDEEHHYYDDEE PPRROODDUUCCTTIOONN INN WWHHICCHH MMEERRCCUURRYY OORR MMEERRCCUURRYY
CCOOMMPPOOUUNNDDSS AARREE UUSSEEDD AASS AA CCAATTAALLYYSSTT



If no to either of the questions above, has the party registered for an exemption pursuant to article 6?either of the questions above has theIf no to either of the questions above, has the party registered for an exemption pursuant to article 6?ither of the questions above has the party registered for an exemption pursuant to article 6?

Yes

No

55.33. AArree mmeeaassuurreess iinn pplaaccee ttoo rreessttrriicctt tthhee uussee ooff mmeerrccuurryy oorr mmeerrccuurryy
ccoommppoouunnddss iinn tthhee pprroocceesssseess liisstteedd iinn PPaarrtt II ooff AAnnnneexx BB iinn aaccccoorrddaannccee wwiitthh
tthhee pprroovviissiioonnss sseett oouutt tthheerreeiinn??

55.44. Iss tthheerree aannyy uussee ooff mmeerrccuurryy oorr mmeerrccuurryy ccoommppoouunnddss iinn aa ffaacciiliittyy uussiinngg
tthhee mmaannuuffaaccttuurriinngg pprroocceesssseess liisstteedd iinn AAnnnneexx BB tthh

pp
haatt ddiidd nnoott eexxiisstt pprriioorr ttoo

tthhee ddaattee ooff eennttrryy iinnttoo ffoorrccee ooff tthhee CCoonnvveennttiioonn ffoorr tthhee ppaarrttyy??

Yes

No

55.55. Iss tthheerree aannyy ffaacciiliittyy tthhaatt hhaass bbeeeenn ddeevveelooppeedd uussiinngg aannyy ootthheerr
mmaannuuffaaccttuurriinngg pprroocceessss iinn whwhiicchh mmeerrccuurryy oorr mmeerrccuurryy ccoommppoouunnddss aarree
iinntteennttiioonnaallyy uusseedd tthhaatt ddiidd nnoott eexxiisstt pprriioorr ttoo tthhee ddaattee ooff eennttrryy iinnttoo ffoorrccee ooff
tthhee CCoonnvveennttiioonn??

Yes

No

ff ff

Yes

No

Not applicable (do not have these facilities)

VVINNYYLL CCHHLLOORRIDDEE MMOONNOOMMEERR PPRROODDUUCCTTIOONN

Yes

No

Not applicable (do not have these facilities)

SSOODDIUUMM OORR PPOOTTAASSSSIUUMM MMEETTHHYYLLAATTEE OORR EETTHHYYLLAATTEE

Yes

No

Not applicable (do not have these facilities)

PPRROODDUUCCTTIOONN OOFF PPOOLLYYUURREETTHHAANNEE UUSSINNGG MMEERRCCUURRYY-CCOONNTTAAINNINNGG
CCAATTAALLYYSSTTSS



PPaarrtt EE - AAddddiittiioonnaal ccoommmmeennttss oonn tthhee aarrttiicclee iinn ffrreeee tteexxtt iiff tthhee ppaarrttyy cchhoooosseess
ttoo ddoo ssoo

Any manufacturing process using mercury or mercury compounds must be regulated and controlled by
the competent authorities and put in place effective measures.

ART. 7: ARTISANAL AND SMALL-SCALE GOLD MININGART. 7: ARTISANAL AND SMALL-SCALE GOLD MINING

77.11. HHaavvee sstteeppss bbeeeenn ttaakkeenn ttoo rreedduuccee,, aanndd wwhheerree ffeeaassiibblee eeliimmiinnaattee,, tthhee
uussee ooff mmeerrccuurryy aanndd mmeerrccuurryy ccoommppoouunnddss iinn,, aanndd tthhee eemmiissssiioonnss aanndd
rreeleeaasseess ttoo tthhee eennvviirroonnmmeenntt ooff mmeerrccuurryy ffrroomm,, aarrttiissaannaal aanndd ssmmaall-ssccaalee
ggooldd mmiinniinngg aanndd pprroocceessssiinngg ssuubbjjbb eecctt ttoo aarrttiicclee 77 wwiitthhiinn yyoouurr tteerrrriittoorryy??

Yes

No

There is no artisanal and small-scale gold mining and processing subject to article 7 in which
mercury amalgamation is used in the territory

77.22. HHaass tthhee ppaarrttyy ddeetteerrmmiinneedd aanndd nnoottiiffiieedd tthhee sseeccrreettaarriiaatt tthhaatt aarrttiissaannaal
aanndd ssmmaall-ssccaalee ggooldd mmiinniinngg aanndd pprroocceessssiinngg wwiitthhiinn iittss tteerrrriittoorryy iiss mmoorree
tthhaann iinnssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt?

g
?

Yes

No

77.33. HHaass tthhee ppaarrttyy ddeevveelooppeedd aanndd iimmppleemmeenntteedd aa nnaattiioonnaal aaccttiioonn pplaann aanndd
ssuubbmmiitttteedd iitt ttoo tthh

yy
hee sseeccrreettaarriiaatt??

Yes

No

In progress

77.44. AAttttaacchh yyoouurr mmoosstt rreecceenntt rreevviieeww tthhaatt mmuusstt bbee ccoommppleetteedd uunnddeerr
ppaarraaggrraapphh 333 ((cc)) ooff aarrttiicclee 77,, uunnleessss iitt iiss nnoott yyeett dduuee

{Empty}

77.55. SSuuppppleemmeennttaal:: HHaass tthhee ppaarrttyy ccooooppeerraatteedd wwiitthh ootthheerr ccoouunnttrriieess oorr
rreeleevvaanntt iinntteerrggoovveerrnnmmeennttaal oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss oorr ootthheerr eennttiittiieess ttoo aacchhiieevvee tthhee
oobbjjbb eeccttiivvee ooff tthh

gg
hiiss aarrttiicclee??

Yes

No

Please provide informationPlease provide information
The government of Guinea-Bissau has ratified other International Conventions on chemicals, it is a full
member of UEMOA and CILLS and it is a signatory to the various documents of these sub-regional
organizations in order to minimize the risks of chemical products.



Please provide informationPlease provide information
{Empty}

PPaarrtt EE - AAddddiittiioonnaal ccoommmmeennttss oonn tthhee aarrttiicclee iinn ffrreeee tteexxtt iiff tthhee ppaarrttyy cchhoooosseess
ttoo ddoo ssoo

The country is always open and expresses its interest in cooperating with partners, other countries,
subregional organizations, NGOs and Grassroots Associations to achieve the objectives of article 7. 
In addition, the country is determined to let the Secretariat of all activities in which mercury is used
carried out in its territory that may endanger the environment and human health.

ART. 8: EMISSIONSART. 8: EMISSIONS

88.11. Iddeennttiiffyyfff aannyy AAnnnneexx DD ssoouurrccee ccaatteeggoorriieess ffoorr wwhhiicchh tthheerree aarree nneeww
ssoouurrcceess ooff eemmiissssiioonnss ooff mmeerrccuurryy oorr mmeerrccuurryy ccoommppoouunnddss aass ddeeffiinneedd iinn
ppaarraaggrraapphh 22 ((cc)) ooff aarrttiicclee 88.
For each of those source categories describe the measures in place, including the effectiveness of such
measures, to implement the requirements of paragraph 4 of article 8.

Coal-fired power plants

Coal-fired industrial boilers

Smelting and roasting processes used in the production of non-ferrous metals

Waste incineration facilities

Waste incineration facilitiesWaste incineration facilities
There are small waste incineration plants, especially in hospitals. One of the measures taken is the
construction of the hospital waste treatment center and the strengthening of the capacity of doctors,
nurses and health technicians in the management of hospital waste.

Cement clinker production facilities

Cement clinker production facilitiesCement clinker production facilities
There is a new and unique cement production facility that has just been installed in the country and
their production started in 2020 and we have not yet done the inventory in order to know their
emission. 

Has the party required the use of best available techniques or best environmental practices (BAT/BEP) toe party required the use of best available techniques or best environmental practices (BAT/BEPas the party required the use of best available techniques or best environmental practices (BAT/BEP) toHas the party required the use of best available techniques or best environmental practi
control and where feasible reduce emissions for new sources no later than 5 years after the date ofcontrol and where feasible reduce emissions for new sources no later than 5 years after the date of
entry into force of the Convention for the party?entry into force of the Convention for the party?

Yes

No

Attach relevant documentationAttach relevant documentation
{Empty}

88.22. Iddeennttiiffyyfff aannyy AAnnnneexx DD ssoouurrccee ccaatteeggoorriieess ffoorr wwhhiicchh tthheerree aarree eexxiissttiinngg
ssoouurrcceess ooff eemmiissssiioonnss ooff mmeerrccuurryy oorr mmeerrccuurryy ccoommppoouunnddss aass ddeeffiinneedd iinn
ppaarraaggrraapphh 22 ((ee)) ooff aarrttiicclee 88.



For each of those source categories, select and provide details on the measures implemented under
paragraph 5 of article 8 and explain the progress that these applied measures have achieved in
reducing emissions over time in your territory:

COAL-FIRED POWER PLANTSCOAL-FIRED POWER PLANTS

A quantified goal for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant sources

Emission limit values for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Use of BAT/BEP to control emissions from relevant sources

Multi-pollutant control strategy that would deliver co-benefits for control of mercury
emissions

Alternative measures to reduce emissions from relevant sources

MeasuresMeasures
Consider developing regulations on power plants 
Control the import of coal for power plants Monitor 
actions taken 

ProgressProgress
With the implementation of effective measures, there will certainly be progress in this sector by
reducing emissions.

COAL-FIRED INDUSTRIAL BOILERSCOAL-FIRED INDUSTRIAL BOILERS

A quantified goal for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant sources

Emission limit values for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Use of BAT/BEP to control emissions from relevant sources

Multi-pollutant control strategy that would deliver co-benefits for control of mercury
emissions

Alternative measures to reduce emissions from relevant sources

MeasuresMeasures
{Empty}

ProgressProgress
{Empty}

SMELTING AND ROASTING PROCESSES USED IN THE PRODUCTION OF NON-FERROUS METALSSMELTING AND ROASTING PROCESSES USED IN THE PRODUCTION OF NON-FERROUS METALS

A quantified goal for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant sources

Emission limit values for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources



Use of BAT/BEP to control emissions from relevant sources

Multi-pollutant control strategy that would deliver co-benefits for control of mercury
emissions

Alternative measures to reduce emissions from relevant sources

MeasuresMeasures
{Empty}

ProgressProgress
{Empty}

WASTE INCINERATION FACILITIESWASTE INCINERATION FACILITIES

A quantified goal for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant sources

Emission limit values for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Use of BAT/BEP to control emissions from relevant sources

Multi-pollutant control strategy that would deliver co-benefits for control of mercury
emissions

Alternative measures to reduce emissions from relevant sources

MeasuresMeasures
The biomedical waste treatment center is installed and equipped with materials at the Simao
Mendes National Hospital, in order to contribute to the management and do the possible control
and reduce emissions. 
Change methods that have hazardous environmental and health effects and encourage the use of
best available techniques and best environmental practices to control emissions from relevant
sources to reduce risk. 
Having as support the following documents: 
The legal framework for the management of biomedical waste in Guinea-Bissau; 
The Biomedical Waste Management Procedures Manual;
The National Strategy and Action Plan for Communication on the Environmentally Sound
Management of Biomedical Waste using BAT/BEP in Guinea-Bissau.

ProgressProgress
There is a lot of change from a time when people burned in the open and did not respect safety
and environmental protection measures using BAT/BEP. 
Populations are informed and made aware of the impacts of mercury and its compounds on the
environment and human health. 

CEMENT CLINKER PRODUCTION FACILITIESCEMENT CLINKER PRODUCTION FACILITIES

A quantified goal for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant sources

Emission limit values for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources



Use of BAT/BEP to control emissions from relevant sources

Multi-pollutant control strategy that would deliver co-benefits for control of mercury
emissions

Alternative measures to reduce emissions from relevant sources

MeasuresMeasures
We intend to put in place a regulatory framework and adopt effective measures to control and
monitor activities in this cement clinker installation. 
Obtain means and materials to control emissions.

ProgressProgress
Progress will depend on the implementation of effective and sustainable measures and on having
the means and materials to control emissions in the cement clinker production facility.

Have the measures for existing sources under paragraph 5 of article 8 been implemented no later thane the measures for existing sources under paragraph 5 of article 8 beave the measures for existing sources under paragraph 5 of article 8 been implemented no later thanHave the measures for existing sources under paragraph 5 of article 8 been i
10 years after the date of entry into force of the Convention for the party?10 years after the date of entry into force of the Convention for the party?

Yes

No

Please explainPlease explain
There is a lack of legal and regulatory framework and the development of the National Strategy for the
management of mercury and its compounds.

88.33. HHaass tthhee ppaarrttyy pprreeppaarreedd aann iinnvveennttoorryy ooff eemmiissssiioonnss ffrroomm rreeleevvaanntt
ssoouurrcceess wiwitthhiinn 55 yyeeaarrss ooff eennttrryy iinnttoo ffoorrccee ooff tthhee CCoonnvveennttiioonn ffoorr iitt??

Yes

No

Have not been a party for 5 years

If no such inventory exists, please explainIf no such inventory exists, please explain
Guinea-Bissau has prepared the Minamata Initial Assessment Report for Guinea-Bissau, April 2019. (
MINAMATA INITIAL ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR GUINEA-BISSAU)

88.44. HHaass tthhee ppaarrttyy cchhoosseenn ttoo eessttaabbliisshh ccrriitteerriiaa ttoo iiddeennttiiffyyfff rreeleevvaanntt ssoouurrcceess
ccoovveerreedd wiwitthhiinn aa ssoouurrccee ccaatteeggoorryy??

Yes

No

88.55. HHaass tthhee ppaarrttyy cchhoosseenn ttoo pprreeppaarree aa nnaattiioonnaal pplaann sseettttiinngg oouutt tthhee
mmeeaassuurreess ttoo b

p
bee ttaakkeenn ttoo ccoonnttrrool eemmiissssiioonnss ffrroomm rreeleevvaanntt ssoouurrcceess aanndd iittss

eexxppeecctteedd ttaarrggeettss,, ggooaalss aanndd oouuttccoommeess??

Yes

No



If yes, has the party submitted its national plan to the Conference of the Parties under this article noIf yes, has the party submitted its national plan to the Conference of the Parties under this article no
later than 4 years after the date of entry into force of the Convention for the party?later than 4 years after the date of entry into force of the Convention for the party?

Yes

No

Please explainPlease explain
The country has not yet developed its National Action Plan on mercury and its compounds. 
The country needs an expert in the field of mercury to support it with its clear and effective guidelines
on measures to learn to better develop its National Action Plan.

Part E - Additional comments on the article in free text if thePart E - Additional comments on the article in free text if the party choosesparty chooses
to do soto do so

The development of the action plan will allow the country to have an orientation document on the
effective measures to be taken into consideration in the sustainable management of mercury and its
compounds to better control emissions and to have the expected results.

ART. 9: RELEASESART. 9: RELEASES

9.1. Are there, within the party’s territory, relevant sources 9.1. Are there, within the party’s territory, relevant sources of releases asof releases as
defined in paragraph 2 (b) of article 9?) fdefined in paragraph 2 (b) of article 9?

yypp
defined in paragraph 2 (b) of article 9?

Yes

No

I do not know

9.2. Has the party established an inventory of releases from re9.2. Has the party established an inventory of releases from re evantlevant
sources within 5 years of entry into force of the convention fof f

p y yp y y
sources within 5 years of entry into force of the convention for it?r it?

Yes

Relevant sources do not exist in the territory

Have not been a party for 5 years

No

When was the inventory last updated?When was the inventory last updated?
2019-04-15

Please indicate where this inventory is availablePlease indicate where this inventory is available
The inventory has been completed and the Minamata initial assessment report for Guinea-Bissau is
available and sent to the Convention Secretariat. (MINAMATA INITIAL ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR GUINEA-
BISSAU, April 2019) 

Part E - Additional comments on the article in free text if the party choosesPart E - Additional comments on the article in free text if the party chooses
to do soto do so

The country really needs to make the new inventory to update its data on the different sources of
emissions including their releases.



ART. 10: ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND INTERIM STORAGE OF MERCURY, OTHER THAN WASTE MERCURYART. 10: ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND INTERIM STORAGE OF MERCURY, OTHER THAN WASTE MERCURY

10.1. Has the party taken measures to ensure that the interim s10.1. Has the party taken measures to ensure that the interim storage oftorage of
non-waste mercury and mercury compounds intended for a use allod d d d f llon-waste mercury and mercury compounds intended for a use allo

p yp y gg
non-waste mercury and mercury compounds intended for a use allowed towed to

gg
wed to

a party under the Convention is undertaken in an environmentally soundd
y y py y p

a party under the Convention is undertaken in an environmentally sound
manner?manner?manner?

Yes

No

I do not know

Part E - Additional comments on the article in free text if thePart E - Additional comments on the article in free text if the party choosesparty chooses
to do soto do so

The country does not have any sites built for environmentally sound interim storage of mercury and its
compounds. 
Guinea-Bissau, for the moment does not carry out any activity likely to use Mercury, therefore, for the
moment it does not need to build sites for the storage of mercury.

ART. 11: MERCURY WASTESART. 11: MERCURY WASTES

11.1. Have measures outlined in article 11, paragraph 3, been11.1. Have measures outlined in article 11, paragraph 3, been
implemented for the party’s mercury waste??

p
implemented for the party’s mercury waste?

Yes

No

11.2. Are there facilities for final disposal of waste consisti11.2. Are there facilities for final disposal of waste consisting of mercuryng of mercury
or mercury compounds in the party’s territory?or mercury compounds in the party’s territory?

pp
or mercury compounds in the party’s territory?

Yes

No

I do not know

The country has not implemented Article 11 due to lack of means and materials necessary for its effective implementation.

Guinea-Bissau needs to prepare its national strategy for the management of mercury and its compounds, have adequate 
facilities for the storage of its wastes, the means and materials necessary for the disposal of mercury, and adopt adequate legal 
measures on mercury wastes and its compounds, which will meet the requirements of Article 11.1 concerning mercury wastes.

The country has neither installation nor technology and material for final elimination of waste of mercury and its compounds. 
It is very important to take measures concerning the importation of products containing mercury, including products imported 
at the end of their life. 

Guinea-Bissau is also a Party to other Conventions on Hazardous Chemicals, will still need to consider appropriate measures to 
meet the obligations set out in paragraph 3 of the article.

ART. 12: CONTAMINATED SITESART. 12: CONTAMINATED SITES



1122.11. HHaass tthhee ppaarrttyy eennddeeaavvoouurreedd ttoo ddeevveeloopp ssttrraatteeggiieess ffoorr iiddeennttiiffyyfff iinngg aanndd
aasssseessssiinngg ssiitteess ccoonnttaammiinnaatteedd bbyy mmeerrccuurryy oorr mmeerrccuurryy ccoommppoouunnddss iinn iittss
tteerrrriittoorryy???

g
?

Yes

No

Please elaboratePlease elaborate
The country needs to develop its National Strategy on Mercury and its compounds; 
Identify and assess sites contaminated by mercury or mercury compounds located on its territory and to
carry out various activities relating thereto. 
Sites likely to be contaminated in the country are mainly sites where mercury-containing products and
mercury compounds are disposed of and burned 
There is a need to carry out work and develop a strategy to identify and assess sites will be required to
meet the obligations set out in this paragraph.

PPaarrtt EE - AAddddiittiioonnaal ccoommmmeennttss oonn tthhee aarrttiicclee iinn ffrreeee tteexxtt iiff tthhee ppaarrttyy cchhoooosseess
ttoo ddoo ssoo

With the development of National Strategies, the country will adopt a strategic document to deal with
the various problems of sites contaminated by mercury and its compounds and this will allow good
management by taking into account good practices. 
We need to do additional work regarding contaminated sites.

ART. 13: FINANCIAL RESOURCES AND MECHANISMART. 13: FINANCIAL RESOURCES AND MECHANISM

1133.11. HHaass tthhee ppaarrttyy uunnddeerrttaakkeenn ttoo pprroovviiddee,, wwiitthhiinn iittss ccaappaabbiiliittiieess,, rreessoouurrcceess
iinn rreessppeecctt ooff tthh

pp
hoossee nnaattiioonnaal aaccttiivviittiieess tthhaatt aarree iinntteennddeedd ttoo iimmppleemmeenntt tthhee

CCoonnvveennttiioonn iinn aaccccoorrddaannccee wiwitthh iittss nnaattiioonnaal ppooliicciieess,, pprriioorriittiieess,, pplaannss aanndd
pprrooggrraammmmeess??

Yes

No

Please specifyPlease specify
The country does not have within its means, but will mobilize funds from these partners and seek
funding to support the implementation of the various national activities programmed, such as, for
example, information and awareness campaigns on the impacts of mercury and its compounds on the
environment and human health, as well as other planned activities. 

Please provide comments, if any.Please provide comments, if any.
We need the necessary and available means to carry out the various activities programmed on mercury
and its compounds for the implementation of the Minamata Convention. 
Despite we have the Basic Environment, Law 1/2011 of 02/03/2011 and the Regulation of Decree
06/2017 of July 28, 2017. 
This regulation clearly defines the public entity competent to receive appeals of costs, fines, donations,
bilateral and multilateral aid or subsidies organizations and/or partners working in the field of
environmental management and applies them in order to prevent or repair damage caused to the
environment, contribute to ensuring the desired sustainability.



13.2. Supplemental: Has the party, within its capabilities, con13.2. Supplemental: Has the party, within its capabilities, contributed totributed to
the mechanism referred to in paragraph 5 of article 13?h f d h f

pp p y ppp p y p
the mechanism referred to in paragraph 5 of article 13?

Yes

No

Please specifyPlease specify
Guinea-Bissau can make its efforts as a Party to the extent of its possibility to contribute to the
mechanism for the implementation of the Minamata Convention to respect and fulfill with the
contributions granted to developing countries.

Please provide comments, if any.Please provide comments, if any.
Access the national resources necessary to implement the obligations of the Convention with regard to
compliance with this article.

13.3. Supplemental: Has the party provided financial resources 13.3. Supplemental: Has the party provided financial resources to assistto assist
developing-country parties and/or parties with economies in traddeveloping-country parties and/or parties with economies in tra

y py ppp ppp p
developing-country parties and/or parties with economies in transition innsition in
the implementation of the Convention through other bilateral, regional andl i f h C i

p g y p / pp g y p / p
the implementation of the Convention through other bilateral, regional and

ateral sources or channels?multilateral sources or channels?
pp

multilateral sources or channels?

Yes

No

Please specifyPlease specify
Guinea-Bissau, is a developing country that has no means to finance other countries of the same level
(developing countries), what it can do is to give its contribution through a scale defined as contributions
which is agreed to provide for all developing countries or countries with economies in transition to
contribute to the implementation of the Convention.

Please provide comments, if any.Please provide comments, if any.
As a Party, we want to do everything to give our contribution to the implementation of the Minamata
Convention by respecting all the procedures on the contribution but we need the necessary means to do
so.

Part E - Additional comments on the article in free text if thePart E - Additional comments on the article in free text if the party choosesparty chooses
to do soto do so

One of the major problems is to have the funds to draw up the documents and to carry out the various
activities for the implementation of the Convention.

ART. 14: CAPACITY-BUILDING, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFERART. 14: CAPACITY-BUILDING, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER

14.1. Has the party cooperated to provide capacity-building or14.1. Has the party cooperated to provide capacity-building or technicatechnical
assistance, pursuant to article 14, to another party to the Conl 1 h h Cassistance, pursuant to article 14, to another party to the Co

ggp yp yppp y pp y p
assistance, pursuant to article 14, to another party to the Convention?vention?

Yes

No

Please specifyPlease specify



Guinea-Bissau is open to collaborating with other Parties and always wants to cooperate with the
Convention for capacity building. 
The country does not have the technical means and qualified human resources in this area to provide
technical assistance to another Party.

14.2. Supplemental: Has the party received capacity-building or14.2. Supplemental: Has the party received capacity-building or technicatechnical
assistance pursuant to article 14?lassistance pursuant to article 14??

p yp ypppp
assistance pursuant to article 14?

 Yes

 No

Please specifyPlease specify
The country has received support that allows it to carry out the work on mercury and to prepare the
MINAMATA INITIAL ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR GUINEA-BISSAU

Please provide comments, if any.

That the Convention Secretariat provide support to Parties in capacity building and technical assistance
necessary for the management of mercury and its compounds by transferring environmentally sound
technologies in accordance.

14.3. Has the party promoted and facilitated the development, transfer and14.3. Has the party promoted and facilitated the development, transfer andp y p p ,
diffusion of and access to, up-to-date environmentally sound alternativediffusion of and access to, up-to-date environmentally sound alternative

p y p pp y p pp y p pp y p p

technologies?technologies?

Yes

No

Other

Please specifyPlease specify
Guinea-Bissau does not have any advanced environmentally sound alternative technologies as well as
access to these technologies, which is why it needs the assistance of the Secretariat in accessing these
advanced technologies and in the transfer and the dissemination of environmentally sound alternative
technologies that will contribute to the management of mercury and its compounds.

Part E - Additional comments on the article in free text if thePart E - Additional comments on the article in free text if the party choosesparty chooses
to do soto do so

The country needs capacity building for key players in mercury management and the necessary
technical assistance based on appropriate technologies for the implementation of the Minamata
Convention.

ART. 16: HEALTH ASPECTSART. 16: HEALTH ASPECTS

16.1. Have measures been taken to provide information to the pu16.1. Have measures been taken to provide information to the public onblic on
exposure to mercury in accordance with paragraph 1 of article 1h h f lexposure to mercury in accordance with paragraph 1 of article

pppp
exposure to mercury in accordance with paragraph 1 of article 16?6?

Yes

No



Supplemental: If yes, describe the measures that have been taken.Supplemental: If yes, describe the measures that have been taken.
Through the realization of information and awareness campaigns on the impacts of mercury on health
and the environment; 
Displays in public places of illustrative images as well as information relating to the Minamata
Convention on the impacts of mercury on the environment and human health; 
Make the population aware of the various materials containing mercury.

16.2. Have any other measures been taken to protect human healt16.2. Have any other measures been taken to protect human health inh in
dance with article 16?accordance with article 16?

yy
accordance with article 16?

Yes

No

Supplemental: If yes, describe the measures that have been taken.Supplemental: If yes, describe the measures that have been taken.
Through the National Institute of Public Health to provide technical and scientific training in the field of
health sector; 
The implementation of the Communication Strategy on chemicals and hazardous waste.

Part E - Additional comments on the article in free text if thePart E - Additional comments on the article in free text if the party choosesparty chooses
to do soto do so

It is very important to provide information in a clear way to the public and to sensitize the general
population on the harmful effects of mercury in health and the environment and also to inform on the
effective measures to be taken.

ART. 17: INFORMATION EXCHANGEART. 17: INFORMATION EXCHANGE

17.1. Has the party facilitated the exchange of information ref17.1. Has the party facilitated the exchange of information referred to inerred to in
article 17, paragraph 1?article 17, paragraph 1?

p yp y
article 17, paragraph 1?

Yes

No

Please provide more information, if anyPlease provide more information, if any
The country is ready to cooperate and facilitate exchanges of information on mercury and its
compounds and other dangerous chemical substances whether the information is scientific, technical,
legal or other, as well as information on the impacts in the environment and human health associated
with mercury and its compounds with the Convention Secretariat and interested Parties.

Part E - Additional comments on the article in free text if thePart E - Additional comments on the article in free text if the party choosesparty chooses
to do soto do so

The exchange of information is very important, it will allow the Parties to better acquire much more
relevant information on mercury and its compounds and to contribute to good management. 
The exchange of information and experiences opens up new avenues and contributes to the personal
and professional development of those involved in the mercury management process.



ART. 18: PUBLIC INFORMATION, AWARENESS AND EDUCATIONART. 18: PUBLIC INFORMATION, AWARENESS AND EDUCATION

18.1. Have measures been taken to promote and facilitate the pr18.1. Have measures been taken to promote and facilitate the provision toovision to
the public of the kinds of information listed in article 18, paragraph 1?li d i i l 18e public of the kinds of information listed in article 18, paragrap

pppp
the public of the kinds of information listed in article 18, paragraph 1?

Yes

No

The Ministry of Environment works in strict collaboration with the Ministry of National Education and the 
Ministry of Social Communication Bodies throughout the process of Information, Sensitization and 
education of the public. 
There is also within the Ministry of Environment a Department in charge of Information, Disclosure and 
Environmental Education to carry out all work concerning information on the environment. 
The country's social media outlets play an important role in disseminating information on the negative 
impacts of hazardous chemicals including mercury and its compounds.

Information, sensitization and education are key factors in changing the behavior and mentality of the 
population, reinforcing whenever necessary the communication mechanisms on mercury.

ART. 19: RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND MONITORINGART. 19: RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND MONITORING

19.1. Has the party undertaken any research, development and mo19.1. Has the party undertaken any research, development and monitoringnitoring
in accordance with paragraph 1 of article 19?i h h 1 fin accordance with paragraph 1 of article 19?

,,yyyypp
in accordance with paragraph 1 of article 19?

Yes

No

Part E - Additional comments on the article in free text if thePart E - Additional comments on the article in free text if the party choosesparty chooses
to do soto do so

The country encounters many difficulties in carrying out research and development and monitoring
activities of mercury and its compounds, therefore, it requires strengthening the technical capacity of
its human resources in the various themes related to mercury and to have means and materials.
technologies needed to control and monitor mercury and its compounds at the national level. 
Have the technological and material means to identify mercury and its compounds; 
Carry out an inventory on mercury and its compounds at the national level; 
Continue to develop various activities such as information and awareness campaigns on the impacts of
mercury on health and the environment at the national level;
Encourage research at the national level on mercury; 
Create the necessary mechanisms for monitoring and surveillance and involve the actors concerned. 
To be in conformity with paragraph 1, it is necessary to have the necessary means and support.

COMMENTSCOMMENTS



Part C: Comments regarding possible challenges in meeting the oPart C: Comments regarding possible challenges in meeting the objectivesbjectives
of the Convention (Art. 21, para. 1)21of the Convention (Art. 21, para. 1)

g g pg g p
of the Convention (Art. 21, para. 1)

We find many challenges to achieving the objectives of the Convention, including: 
Establishing national legal and regulatory frameworks on mercury and its compounds; 
Develop a national strategy on mercury management; 
Strengthen the technical capacity of stakeholders involved in the sound management of mercury; 
Have technological means and materials available; 
Have the ability to identify and control mercury trafficking; 
Strengthen education, information and public awareness campaigns at all levels;
Define the years for the completion of the national inventory on mercury and its compounds in order to
have reliable data on the quantity of emissions for each product or sector; 
Capacity building in the various themes on mercury and technical assistance to Parties in the
implementation of the Convention.

SUPPLEMENTAL - ADDITIONAL COMMENTSSUPPLEMENTAL - ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

The form is well developed and the questions are very clear, it follows an organized path respecting the 
order of the articles of the Convention, which allows a good understanding and all this will make it 
easier for the Parties to complete the report. 
As for the possible improvements, I would like to say the following: 
There needs to be a list on mercury and another list on products containing mercury, from which each 
Party must deal with mercury and mercury compounds found in his country; 
There must have a lot more open-ended questions;
Requiring that the boxes for comments and observations must be completed, this will make it possible 
to know the different opinions in relation to the questions asked and this will be very important for 
decision-making in the implementation of the Convention.
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