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Guide for reducing major uses and releases of mercury 

1. By its decision 22/4, the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) requested the Executive Director to facilitate and conduct technical assistance and 
capacity-building activities to support the efforts of countries to take action regarding mercury 
pollution. This request was reinforced by the Governing Council at its twenty-third session in February 
2005. 

2. In response to the needs expressed by countries for information on mercury uses and releases, 
UNEP has developed a report entitled “Guide for reducing major uses and releases of mercury, June 
2006”. The report is intended to increase knowledge about mercury, to identify sources of possible 
mercury exposure and to readily assess the viability of the main methods of reducing mercury exposures 
and risks. While the approaches outlined have been implemented in some countries or industries, it is 
recognized that they may not be appropriate for all situations, depending on a broad range of factors. 

3. The report may be seen as contributing to the overview of sector-based best practices for 
reducing mercury emissions requested by the Governing Council in its decision 24/3. The report is set 
out in the annex to the present document for the information of the Open-ended Working Group. 

 

                                                           
*  UNEP(DTIE)/Hg/OEWG.1/1. 
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